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Abstract: Using the data from 493 research teams in 197 research institutes, we analyze scientists' knowledge,
protection and utilization of intellectual property. The results suggest that: the percentage of scientists' awareness of
the patent status of externally sourced genes and research tools was 72% and 61%, respectively. Although scientists
didn't circumvent 78% of research tools during their researches, the legal use of external sourced genes and research
tools through protocol uses reached 88% and 70%, respectively. We also find that scientists with a strong mandate
of generating genetically modified crops for commercialization had better knowledge and paid more attention to
the patent status of externally sourced genes and research tools. In order to avoid potential dispute in intellectual
property,the government should enhance the protection and utilization of intellectual property and establish the

technology transfer office in the public research institutes.
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