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Facilitating Farmer’s Income Growth and Common Prosperity
through Accelerating Rural Economic Transformation

HUANG Jikun

Abstract: Although rural per capita income has been growing steadily the income gap between ur—
ban and rural and among households in rural remains large. Achieving common prosperity for all is still
a long way to go. Based on the analyses of rural economic transformation and the farmers’ income in the
past 40 years and the prospect of agricultural development visions and the main challenges in the next
30 years this paper shows that achieving common prosperity will require substantial increase in agricul—
tural labor productivity through accelerating rural economic transformation in terms of boosting high—
value agricultural development and rural labor non—farm employment and subject to ensuring food
grain security. To do these urbanization and economic structure transformation should be accelerated to
promote the sustainable growth of non —farm employment for rural labor; livestock and aquaculture
through enlarging production scale and modernization will take the lead in eliminating the income gap
between farming and non—farming works; crop sector should gradually move to the “20—80 Pattern”

(20% farms with large scale land mainly produce grain and other bulk agricultural commodities and
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80% farms with small scale land develop high—value agriculture) with the corresponding policy support
system in order to achieving the common prosperity for both large and small scale farms.
Keywords: Rural economic transformation; Agricultural labor productivity; High - value

agriculture; Non—farm employment; 20—-80 pattern; Farmers’ income; Common prosperity
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