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How Can Digital Technology Facilitate Rural Revitalization

—— With Special Focus on Rural Digital Finance
HUANG Ji-kun

Abstract: Although the digitalization development in agriculture and rural areas lags behind that in industrial and
service sectors and in urban areas, the government and society have high expectations of using digital technology to
facilitate rural revitalization. After presenting the development opportunities provided by digital technology, this paper
discusses the effectiveness and the major challenges of digital technology for rural revitalization based on the case
studies and with special attention to rural digital finance. The paper concludes with the following policy implications:
Firstly, digital technology for rural revitalization should fully consider the national development stage and local context
as well as agricultural situations, largely meet the actual demand of agricultural and rural development, and more focus
on the cost-effectiveness of technology adoption; secondly, it should make clear the development path of using digital
technology to facilitate a rapid and inclusive rural revitalization; and the last but not least, in the case of digital finance
in rural areas, it should promote not only technological innovation but also institutional innovation to overcome data

barriers.
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